











Beef’s future?

by James M. Davis
Co. Ext. Agent

What will the beef indus-
try be like in the year 2000
and beyond? This is a ques-
tion on every cattle
owners's mind who have
endured the droughts and
poor prices of the last five
years. At least 1999 closed
on a positive note with an
upturn in cattle prices.
Can’t say the same about
the drought. We finished
the year dry and above nor-
mal temperatures. If cattle-
men can hang on to their
herds through this drought,
hopefully prices will con-
tinue to increase, rain will
come, and 2000 will see
them turn a profit.

Future trends in the beef
industry will be part of the
program at the Central
Texas Cow-Calf Clinic in
Milanothis Friday, January
7.Changes in the beef cattle
industry affecting today's
producer will be the focus
of the clinic. The 1990°'s
brought a lot of changes to
the beef feeding business. A
lot of these changes are
making their way down to
the cow-calf producers. Be-
cause of health and carcass
differences, there can be as
much as a $200 per head
profit or loss difference in
cattle put on feed at the
same tlme__T_q_§how these
cattle were bought at the
Milano Livestock Ex-
change, fed out at the
McGregor Experiment Sta-
tion, slaughtered at the
Texas A&M Meats Lab and
the carcasses processed to
retail cuts. This demonstra-
tion showed how much dif-
ference genetics can make
in the final value of indi-
vidual animals. This dem-
onstration will be discussed
at this year’s cow-calf
clinic. Registration will be-
gin at 8:30 a.m. Jan. 7, at
the Milano Livestock Ex-
change. There willbe a $10
charge for lunch and pro-
ceedings. There will be 2
CEU’s for private applica-
tor licenses given at this
clinic.

Bell County recently
completed our Agricultural
Income Report for 1999.
Goodcropyields resulted in
a much better year than
1998, but still below the in-
come of 1997.

Agriculture Income

The total estimated agri-
cultural income in Bell
County in 1999 was
$54.291,000 - up $14.8 mil-
lion from the 1998 income
of $39,482,000. In 1997 the
income was $63.2 million.

Even though we made a
good crop in 99, the prices
of commodities really hurt.
We figured the average
price of corn at $1.75 per
bushel and grainsorghum at

$2.80 per hundred weight.
If we had received prices
equal to 1975 of $3 com
and $5 sorghum, our agri-
cultural income for '99
would have been $9.3 mil-
lion higher. This illustrates
how price alone makes a
tremendous difference in
income.

Beef cattle account for
$12.7 million income in
'99. If cattle prices and
numbers were back where
they were before the
drought of '96, we could
easily see another $6 mil-
lion income from cattle
sales.

These increases in grain
sales and cattle sales to-
gether could amount to an
additional $15 million in
income for Bell County.
That would go a long way
toward curing the ills of
agriculture. We have to see
price improvement at the
same time we get good
yields or agriculture in the
Texas Blacklands is going
to continue to decline.

Area obituaries

Ruth L. Jones, 80, Salado

Services for Ruth L. Jones, age 80, of Salado, were
held Jan. 4 at the Harper-Talasek Funeral Home Chapel
in Salado with Reverend Billy Johnson officiating.
Burial followed in the Cedar Knob Cemetery west of
Salado. Mrs. Jones died Dec. 31 in a Temple Hospital.

She was bom on Oct. 12, 1919 in Brookhaven to
William Columbus and Johnnie Belle Lynch. Mrs.
Jones lived in Salado all of her life and was an em-
ployee of the Stagecoach Inn for 35 years where she
was still employed as “The Pastry Chef.”

Survivors include three daughters Betty Fuentes of
Lott, Peggy Chesnutt of Round Rock, Linda Bunte of
Austin, and five grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the Cedar Knob Cem-
etery Association c/o Jackie Goodnight, Rt. 3 Box 3568,
Belton, Texas 76513 or to the Charity of your choice.

Ray Ross Copeland, 79, Bertram

Ray Ross Copeland, age 79, of Bertram, Texas
passed away on Jan. 1.

Mr. Copeland was born on June 20, 1920 in Liberty
Hill, Texas the son of Marshall Copeland and Lena
Whitehead. He was self employed in plumbing.

Survivors include his wife, Mary Copeland of
Bertram; 2 daughters, Darlene Higgins of Austin and
Linnie Johnson of Bertram; 2 sons, David Copeland
and John Copeland of Bertram; | brother, Jack
Copeland of Liberty Hill; 2 sisters, Mattie Lee Staton
of Georgetown; and Ruby Taylor of Bertram. Also 9
grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.

Services were held on Jan. 4 at Clements-Wilcox
Chapel. Interment was held at Bear Creek Cemetery.
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The Cat’s Meow
Antigues & (allectibles
BUY * SELL * ESTATE SALES

Barbara rndress
Owner

207 N. Wall Street
Belton, TX 76513
933-7660 or 939-0126 (H)

Sometimes a picture says it better
than anything else - and makes the

perfect gifi.  Siop by and see us!

lon. Syastems EHE)

MAGNETIC WATER CONDITIONERS
FOR THE HOME

“The Salt Free Solution
to Hard Water Problems”

(254) 947-4328

For Information and Home Demonstration
YOUR LOCAL SALADO DISTRIBUTOR

T Partaresk’ s with the Eauiranment”

ESB| First State Bank

Lobby Hours:
Monday -Thursday 9a.m.-3p.m.

1407 S. 31st *Pecan Plaza
899-1150

cusrom FRAMES., . 899 ) ’
Toll Free 1-888-240-3344

| GALLERY & GIFTS
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ANNOUNCING A SPECIAL
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
PROGRAM
FOR OUR COMMUNITY

If you own a well-maintained home, you may
qualify for our new policy called the Small Town
Protector for Homeowners in some rural commu-
nities. The policy may save you money because
it's based on the actual cash value or market value
of your home instead of its replacement cost.

The policy also covers your personal property -
anywhere in the world - from fire, theft and many
other uncertainties. It also provides personal liabil-
ity coverages.

Call me now for a brochure and a Farmers
Friendly Review to make sure your insurance is up-
to-date.

John Hall Insurance Agency
Salado Civic Center
(Main St. & Van Bidder next to Salado Civic Center)
947-3151 Fax: 947-3772

FARMERS
P& INSURANCE )\
«Q\ GROUP 78\
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0 L/
America can depend on Farmers

Friday9a.m.-4 p.m.
JDrive-in:
Monday - Thursday 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Friday 7:30 am.-6 p.m.
SATURDAY 9 am.-12 noon

"Where full bariking services are traditional’
Main St. at Thomas Armold Rd. Salado
254/947-5852 Member FDIC

EM P L E € ORIV It G

SPRING
REGISTRATION

Janua ry 10-12
Assigned Times
8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
Open Registration
5-6:30 p.m.

CLASSES BEGIN JANUARY 18

Offices open for Pre-enrollment
Advising and Course Scheduling
January 4-7

Application for admission and testing requirements
should be complete two days pnor to registration
For Information Call
(254) 298-8300
or outside Temple Area
1-800-460-4636, ext.8300
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Devastating floods have not stopped the
building of homes on land near the creek

by Patricia Merrill

(This is the ninth in a
series of excerpts from a
book in preparation.)

In the early days of
Salado’s history, pedestri-
ans crossed the creek by
stepping on rocks. (Long
grooves cut intorocks near
the creek show that wagons
also crossed at these shal-
low fords). In 1866, a low
dam was built, backing up
water over the rocks and
eliminating these crossings.

A temporary solution
was the use of “foot logs™
raised on legs set in the wa-
ter and chained to the rocks
below. These rickety struc-
tures were risky, and citi-
zens, tired of tumbling into
the creek, demanded that a
bridge be built.

Bonds were issued to fi-
nance the project, and a
cable suspension foot
bridge was constructed.
Designed and built entirely

Iron Imports "
and

Santas Unlimited

Large selechon of hand
painted “Santas”
by Karen Lee

Open Daily

110 Royal St.
Salado, TX

947-9215

by home talent, the grace-
ful structure swung some
twenty feet above the wa-
ter and was in use for thirty
years. It gradually fell to
disuse when the county
built a combination footand
wagon bridge a few yards
upstream.

Both bridges were swept
away in 1913 by a temific
flood caused by a cloud-
burstin the upper watershed
of the creek. The county
bridge was promptly rebuilt
and lasted until it was car-
ried away by the even
greater flood of 1921.

Citizens of Central
Texas, who had suffered
through a severe drought
for several years, at first re-
joiced when heavy rains
began on Sept. 7, 1921. But
their delight turned to dis-
may over the next few days
as torrential rains, spawned
by a hurricane on the Gulf
Coast, began to wreak
havoc. Twenty-five to thirty

inches of rain fell at Salado.
Houses as well as busi-
nesses were washed away.
The mineral bathhouse on
the Stagecoach Inn property
was carried down the
stream. Water rose five feet
in the W.R. Berry store
(now the Salado Royal Em-
porium). A huge tree came
in the front and out the back
of the building, taking with
it bolts of clothes, knit un-
derwear, socks and shoes
and scattering these items
all the way to Little River.
Area farmers suffered tre-
mendous losses as their
crops were destroyed, and
hundreds of their animals
were drowned.

A temporary low bridge
was built in the area where
Sirena is today, and in 1922
the permanent Main Street
bridge, still in use, was built
of concrete well-anchored
in solid rock.

Other destructive floods,
although not as devastating

SantA FE/SALADO
GALLERY

221 N. Main Street at the Colony

~ (254) 947-8838

as the one of 1921, have
caused serious damage
along the creek. Old timers
still remember frightening
experiences when the creek
tumed into a raging menace
in 1934, 1957, and 1960,
sweeping along hen houses,
butane tanks, ice boxes,
cattle--anything in its path.
A terrifying flood of re-
cent memory occurred in
1974 when Wilbur Foster
and others rescued the re-
cently widowed Mrs.
Bishop, who had climbed to
the roof of her house to es-
cape the rampaging waters
in the Mill Creek area.
Recurrences of devastat-
ing floods have not stopped
the building of expensive
homes on land near the
creek. Whether changing
the official designation of a
parcel of land from “flood
plain” to otherwise will

change the “will” of the
creek is doubtful.

(Next: Schools along the
creek.)
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availabie at
Fletcher's Books
The Feathered Nest
Salado Antique Mall
or Mary Hodge
254-947-5290

Salado & Bell County
Postcard History Book

By: Mary Harrison Hodge

The Chicken Banch
505 Calese ED
(254) 947-3486
e Antique Linens

» Collectible
 Crafts

Open L LR

Fri-Sat-Sun ho)
11am-6pm
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861 N. Main
(254) 947-0858

"Stroll through the newest Antique Mall in Salado”

Tretife

S ALADDO

A collection of unusual furniture,lighting
& accessories for the home

Nancy Lig.t
947-9908

#8 Salado Square
Salado, Texas

'Basket

|® Srabrics @ uilting

G00D TIME CARRIAGE RIDES

Serving Salado’s needs
7 nights a week for 4 years
Located at The Salado Mansion

Week nights upon request
Weekends rides nightly

Reserve a ride for special occasions.
For weddings, anniversaries, engagements, etc.

Richard Curtis
254-771-2839

® (Notionsl
® Glfts ® C[asses :
(254) 947-5423 « 1-877-244-0450 |

(East |-35 access Road Across from Old Town Salado
Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat 10-6 Closed Sunday

Salado, TX 76571

|
|
[
: 525 N. Stagecoach
|
|
l

L Cost $24.95 + tax/shipping = $29.75 |

“We’ll Steal Your Heart,
Not Your Pocketbook”

At Mill Creek, guests enjoy 18 Holes
of challenging golf on our beautiful Robert

Trent Jones, |l goif course, superb accommo-
with tfw dations in a Mill Creek Inn condo and great
[ Amtigues 4 Gifts food at the 19th Hole Bar & Girill.
e Bl ﬁ’m’nta{ Furniture Golf Packages starting at$69.50 per
2 By Patty Thomas - 1l golfer with one night's lodging make Mill
qreat tﬁu’ngs ' Creek the destination of choice for golfers
for your home! who want an unforgettable experience at a
480 North Main reasonable price.
Salade -
2549473025 #3 Green 1401 South Ridge Road
ﬁ | THE HEART OF TEXAS Salado, Tx 76571
Err 1-800-736-3441
Tb & 254-947-5141

www.millcreekgolfresort.com

Mill CreeK



























