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Billy Lon Culver died Jan. 4 
Billy Lon Culver, of 

Salado, died Jan. 4, 2000. 
A gathering celebrating his 
life was held at the family 
home place on Jan. 7. 

He is survived by his 
Shirley. He is also survived 
by their son, Russell Culver 
and wife Michele, of Los 
Angeles, their daughter 
LonAnne Magnuson and 
husband Josh, of Austin, 
and four grandchildren, 
Mason and Madison Culver 
and Thomas and William 
Magnuson. 

Other survivors include 

his ·mother La Vern Will­
iams and her husband, Jud 
of Waco, his father Elbert 
Horton and his wife Yida of 
Seminole, his sisters Pam 
Downing and husband Ron 
and family of Kingsland, 
Cecilia Loftis and husband 
Bo and family of Gastonia, 
North Carolina and Kathy 
Benton and family of Com­
merce. 

His wife's family, 
grandmother Maggie 
Johnston of McLean, par­
ents Bettye and Jack West 
of Groom, sisters Alice 

Wells and family of Salado, 
Margaret Hardin and hus­
band, Rodney and family of 
Cedar Park, and brother Jim 
West and wife Carol and 
family of Victoria. 

Bill was born in 
Clarendon on Feb. 9, 1946. 

He graduated from Groom 
High School and attended 
West Texas State Univer­
sity in Canyon before be­
ginning his thirty-two year 
career with Santa Fe Rail­
road. 

He was a cowboy and a 
member of the Salado 

BIiiy Lon Culver 

United Methodist Church. 
The family requests that 

memorials be made to 
Book-Friends, Inc., PO Box 
913, Salado, Tx 76571. 

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
Your Salado Professionals 

Auto • Home • Life 
Retirement Plans 
Long Term Care 
Farm & Ranch 

Temple 778-4741 
• KIiieen 690-7111

Home 947-8766 Kevin Reichert

Computer Repair 

Landrum marries Mattix at Emmaus Bible College 

Repair/Upgrades/Installation 
Service Calls/Data Recovery/Internet 

(254) 947-5466

Salado Computer Networks Sarah Jeanine Landrum 
became the bride of 
Jeremiah Ian Mattix in a 
double ring ceremony on 
Dec. 19 in the Marble 
Chapel of Emmaus Bible 
College in Dubuque, 10. 

Craig Landrum, father of 
the bride, and Mark Mattix, 
father of the groom offici­
ated. 

The bride is the daugh­
ter of Craig and Brenda 
Landrum of Lago de 
Moreno, Mexico. She is the 
granddaughter of Minta 
Landrum of Salado. 

The groom is the son of 
Mark and Carol Mattix of 
Camiri, Bolivia. 

The bride wore a short­
slee e beaded white atin 
go\ n with a chapel length 
train. he carri Bibi 
that h r grandmother car­
ried when he was married 
58 years ago. 

The bride was attended 
by Hannah Landrum, sister 
of the bride, Gina Mattix, 
sister of the groom, and 
Ann Sanders. 

Have you met 

this Agent? 

You should meet him, get to 
know him. 
He has the answers to your 
insurance problems -
Auto, Life, Business, Home. 
He may save you money, too. Call him soon.

Troy Ashford 
700A Lake Road 

Belton, TX 76513 

254-933-2007
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Ruth Landrum, the 
bride's sister, was Maid of 
Honor. 

Groomsmen were 
Joshua Landrum, brother of 
the bride, Michael 
Hawkins, and Steve Sand­
ers. Matthew Mattix, 
brother of the groom, was 
the Best Man. 

Special music was pro­
vided by the bride's brother 
and sisters and Julie Eels. 
Carolyn Waller was the pia­
nist. 

Flower girls were Caitlin 
and Leah Massman and 
ushers were Andrew Cole 
and Christopher Mattix, 
brother of the groom. 

The couple are both 
graduate ofEmmau Bib e 

II e .. h with a BS d -
gree in Biblical Studies, and 
she �ith a BS degree in 
Biple and elementary edu­
cation. After a trip to i it 
family nd fri nds, the 
couple will live in Yakima 
WA, where they will be 
doing evangelism work 
with the hispanics. 

Mrs. Jeremiah Ian Mattix 

Curtis Light IBM CE, Retired ciight@vvm.com 

40 years of Electronic and Computer Experience 

LONE STAR GRADING 

& MATERIALS 

House Pads & Hauling 
Specializing In: 

�

our Outlet For: 
Top Quality House Pads, Sandy Loam Topsoil 

Lot Preparation All types Sand, 

Gravel Driveways & Roads Gravel & Fil Materials 

All Ty Dirt Work •Top 

Solllnl:lallltion 

Evening a W.llarld Delivery Available 

ALL IIOIII GUARAITEED! 

Billy Helm (254) 947-0149 

(254) 933-7902 lE

Oldsmobile • Cadillac • Mazda • Volvo 

BMW • Mercedes Benz • Nissan 

• Sales

"We Cater To Your Community" 

Call (254) 771-0128 

• Service

• Parts
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Salado's first free school established in

1874 just west of present Tyler House 

fK_adame 

A[exander 

T:HO:wIA.S 
THE T.A.XK BN'GIN'E 

.. JP'RIBN'DB 

Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5 

#4 Shady Villa • Main St. Salado 

254-947-8088
www.lnstar.com/sweetnut 

by Patricia Merrill 

(The tenth excerpt from 
a book. in preparation.) 

On Oct. 8, 1859, a group 
of men meeting in a tent 
organized themselves into a 

stock company with the 

purpose of building a 

school "at the freshwater 

springs below the crossing 
of the Austin and Belton 

road on the Salado Creek." 
Their leader, Col. E.S.C. 
Robertson, proposed that he 
donate IO acres of land and 
sell 90 more at $5 an acre. 

If the stock company spent 
$5,000 in two years for 
buildings and improve­
ments, he agreed to donate 
I 00 acres, including two or 

three springs. The presence 
of the spring-fed creek was 
obviously an important fac­

tor in the founding of the 
college and in the establish­

ment of the village of 
Salado .. 

Even earlier, the first 

school in the Salado area 

jilmbing tf.Jt .t)a�t bJitfJ tf.Jt t)r�tnt in a tbJo-�orp �alltrp 

Service, Prices 

and Quality" 

Come In ..• 
ook at our sales 

10 a.m-6 p.m. 

Heirlooms 
§ntiquts, Colltctiblts, §rt, �tfts, §ppartl, JtlDdrp,

eourmtt Cofftrs, Canblrs, J)tcoratibt §ccrssorirs for tbt J,omt 

230 N. Main St. Salado, Texas 
(254) 947-0336 • 1-888-757-9842

"A Glorious New Beginning" 
by 

Dalhart Wlndberg 

Fine Art 

Custom Framing 

Commissions 

Sunday 12-5 Tues-Sat 10-5 

was established in 1849 in 
a residence with Mr. F. N. 

Goode as the first teacher. 
In 1874 the first free school 
in the area was organized in 
a building just west of the 
present Tyler House. And 

in 1888 the Summers Mill 

School was created by the 

Bell County Commission­

ers; in 1915 it was consoli­
dated with the Elm Grove 

School to form the new 
Armstrong School. 

In all of these early 
schools, whether they were 
tuition or free schools, con­
ditions were primitive, and 
it was understood that help­
ing with the fall harvest and 
spring plowing took prece­
dent over school atten­

dance. 
Extra-curricular activi­

ties often centered around 
the creek. Teachers orga­

nized impromptu nature 

outings to hunt for wild­
flowers or to observe the 
creek at different seasons. 
Sometimes the students im-

provised their own extra­
curricular activities as hap­
pened one April Fool's Day 
when a group of boys went 
skinny dipping in the creek. 
They then built a huge 
brush fire to get warm and 
alternated swimming with 

huddling around the fire­

until they were caught. 

The first Board of Trust­
ees of Salado College 

passed a resolution asking 
the Texas legislature to in­
hibit "the sale of intoxicat­

ing liquors, the keeping of 
billiard saloons and ten pin 
alleys" on the land donated 
by Robertson for college 
purposes. They also de­
creed that "Bible" be 
taught. 

Literature, mathematics, 
and Latin were emphasized 

in the curriculum, and two 

of the first literary societies 
in the state began at Salado 
College. Several men who 

would become prominent in 

state affairs attended the 
college, and in 1865 the 

college reached a peak en­
rollment of 307. However, 
as state funds for education 
became available, Salado 
College (which relied solely 

on tuition) could not meet 
the growing competition 

from publicly endowed 

schools. After it closed, the 

building was used as a fine 

prep-type high school, Tho­
mas Arnold High School, 

from 1890-1913. 
In 1924, the Salado 

School building (today the 
Salado Civic Center) was 
completed, and several of 

the rural schools were con­
solidated. Most students 
walked to the school, al­
though some rode mules or 
horses (sometimes three on 

a horse). There was no gym­
nasium, and the creek re­
mained a center for pleas­
ant activities after, and 
sometimes during, the 

school days. 
(Next: Churches near 

the creelc.) 
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&[ado's premier Cflristmgs col[ections 
Featuring Christopher Radko designer ornaments 

lli!, 
These highly collectible ornaments feature designs to 

t/l(V1 ".:'.\. 
capture the magic of Christmas As a Christopher Radk.o 

�hri5Lmas "Rising Star Store", we feature the largest 

� 
selection of Radk.o in central Texas. We have been in 

""'non business since 1969 and look.forward to helping in your 
<.:,;,,J selection of the most beautiful ornaments of the season! 

Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm Sun oon - 5pm 
la the Grttn House on the Creek • #2 Pace Park Drive• alado 

(254) 947-5561

� FENTON 
�lfth\JSA..,._..,.,. 

&�� 
«)arthur court designs• 
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A Fenton Showcase 
Dealer 

Fine Gifts, 
Collectibles 
& Antiques 

Corner of 

After a night with refreshing rain, the sun ,s rising on a glorious new day which gives 
each of us a new beginning. 

Main Street 
& Salado Creek 

At The Colony 

N. Main St. Salado

254/947-3300

Open Daily 
(254) 947-1868
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