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available at
Fletcher’s Books
The Feathered Nest
Salado Antique Mall
or Mary Hodge
254-947-5290

By: Mary Harrison Hodge

Salado & Bell County
Postcard History Book

-
E Cost $24.95 + tax/shipping = $29.75 J

United Design Santas
Dept. 56 Snow Babies
Seraphim Classic Angels

by Roman

Fine Estate Pieces 1

Roseville « Pickard China
Royal Doulton * Flow Blue
Carnival Glass « Wedgewood

* Silverplate - Sterling Silver
* China ° Linens * Gifts

Shady Villa on Main St.
(254) 947-8363 Open Daily
Lo s

Pet welco
enjoyme

e

1 room cottage@ccommodations up to
2 persons $75 per night.

basket provided for the
of our 4-legged guests.
Proceeds Welp, feed, fix and shelter lost
and unwanted dogs and cats!

Call 254-947-8846

for Reservations!

-

Salado
ga[[a'zisi

Since 1971

~ Fine Art ~

W.A. Slaughter
R.D. Enright
A.D. Greer
John French
Richard Moody

Norma Brown
Becky Mannschreck
Anne Roberts
Nancy Berkhuse
Loveta Strickland

and

Beautiful Things

Main Street

254-947-5110

Stagecoach Inn remains a monument to the
value of the original creek and the spring

by Patricia Merrill

(Twelfth excerpt from a
book in preparation.)

The Stagecoach Inn is
the one commercial enter-
prise intimately related to
Salado Creek which has
endured longer than any
other. Fromthe earliest his-
tory of the area, it is clear
that the site of the Inn was
in its pristine state, a beau-
tiful and attractive spot pri-
marily because of the creek,
the spring, and the cave, all
of which were put to good
use by various groups at
various times.

Although there is evi-
dence that this spot was a
camping ground for Native
Americans, the economic
potential of the location did
not come into focus until the
extension of the Chisholm
Trail, along with regular
cattle drives through the
area, evolved into a route

" Carol Carroll’'s

for all sorts of traffic. The
place where the trail crossed
the creek was a logical spot
for an inn, so that shelter,
food, and good water would
all be available.

According to Bell
County deed records, the
land on which the hotel was
built was sold to Thomas
Jefferson Eubanks on De-
cember3, 1860, for $100 as
“hotel property.” The earli-
est building may have been
a log cabin structure, with
a paling fence of cedar
stakes to protect the hotel
from cattle. Mineral waters
pumped from beneath the
hotel were thought to have
significant medicinal value,
and a bath house was part
of the establishment until it
was washed away by one of
the periodic flood of the
creek.

Before the Van Bibbers
purchased the hotel in the
1940s it passed through the

M Umque Vintage Junqueg Shop

101 Salado Plaza Dr.

(Behind Brookshire Brothers)

Closed Sun. Dec. 26th
then open Wed. - Sun.

947-3050

hands of several owners and
underwent several name
changes. Apparently at one
time it was owned by a fam-
ily named Buckles and
called the Buckles Hotel. It
was also known as the
Salado Hotel and as the
Shady Villa Hotel.
Although the records
have been lost, tradition has
it that Sam Houston,
George Armstrong Custer,
Robert E. Lee, cattle baron
Shanghai Pierce, and out-
law Sam Bass were among
the visitors to the hotel in
the nineteenth century.
Early in its existence the
hotel acquired a reputation
for serving good food. Fried
bass, quail pie, squirrel
dumplings and “poke weed
salad” were featured on the
original menu. Before re-
frigeration was available,
foods such as watermelons
were kept in the cave.
Residents of Salado who

were children in the early
years of the 20th century
remember being fascinated
by a phenomenon con-
nected with the creek. They
would place a floating ob-
Jject such as an apple in the
spring in the cave. Then
they wouldrun to the creek
downstream in time to see
the apple reappear. Later
construction and develop-
ment apparently precluded
this activity.

After Ruth and Dion
Van Bibber purchased the
hotel, its name was changed
to The Stagecoach Inn, and
Ruth continued the tradition
of serving noteworthy food.
Today, the Stagecoach Inn
remains a monument to the
value of the original creek
and the spring -two impor-
tant factors in its establish-
ment.

(Next; Conclusion)

Salado Legends to hold
auctions Feb. 26 & Feb. 27

The outdoor musical
drama, Salado Legends,
will conduct auditions for
it’s year 2000 performances
2 p.m. Feb. 26 and Feb. 27
at Tablerock’s indoor stage.

lado Legends requires

[S. d

" ers con-

sisted of over 150 people
ranging in ages from six
months to 85 years.
Twenty-eight families used
Salado Legends' rehearsals
and performances as a fam-
ily project. The old saying,

“The families that play to-
gether stay together,” is
true. .
Singers should bring
tape and tape player for
their accompaniment. Ac-

tors will give cold readings

rience. Rehearsals begin 7-
9:30 p.m. June S. Perfor-
mances are on July 22, 29
and Aug. 5.

Please call Tablerock
Amphitheater at 947-9205
with audition questions.

Public Library to receive grant

The Salado Public Li-
brary will receive a $2,500
grant from the Texas Book
Festival which they will re-
ceive sometime in 2000.

The grant will go toward
the purchase of books and
the support of reading pro-

grams.
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G. HARVEY
Limited Edition Prints

Original Art
Bronze Sculpture
Raku Pottery
Waterfalls
and so much more.

Original Hill Country Scene by G. Harvey

'p FINE ART GALLERY

Traditional Landscapes, Seascapes, Wildlife and Western Art.

Main Street, Salado Toll Free (888) 461-2605 Locally (254) 947-3930






















































