





First Baptist Church and marker
dedication May 6

The year was 1864.
Abraham Lincoln was Pres-
ident. The Civil War was
in its third year. Texas
was under the Confederate
'Flag, and Sam Houston,
the Governor of Texas, had
recently been replaced for
his refusal to take the aath
of loyalty to the Confed-
eracy. On May 25, of that
turbulent year, a group of
eleven men and women met
in the Chapel of Salado
College for the purmpose of
organizing a church: The
church was named Salado
Baptist Church of Christ.
It was later renamed First
Baptist Church of Salado.

The present congrega-
tion invites you to join them
Sunday, May 6, 2001 at 2
p-m. for the dedication of a
historical marker commem-
orating the devoted men
and women who struggled
to begin the congregation
of like-believers in their
small, frontier village.

Church records state that
the purpose for organizing
' the Baptist church was so

the people could “better -

honor God M

serves the comm#. .
strongest of these minis-
tries iis the Sunday School
which reaches ove
hundred-fifty people each
Sunday. The church also
has a vibrant Men’s and

Women’s Ministry which
provides fellowship and
Bible study to the men and
women of the church and
community. The church’s
dynamic Youth Ministry
offers a variety of activ-
ities to educate and train
the children and young
people.

One of the most effec-
tive avenues for serving
the community has been
through the Child Develop-
ment Center. The CDC was
opened in 1992 for the pur-
pose of providing day care
for pre-school age chil-
dren of working mothers as
well as after-school care for
older children. The center
has the capacity of caring
for 128 children. The child
center, and the food pantry,
which provides food for the
needy on an on-going basis,
enables the church to min-
ister to the needs of fami-
lies throughout the Salado
area. -

The historical marker,
written in part, by Mary
Belle Brown, one of Sal-
ado’s local historians, and

donated by Robert and

Dons Dennman, long-time,
active members of the
church, reads as follows

¥
group held an all day ser-
vice on successive Sun-
days.”
“On May 25, 1864,
eleven men and women
organized the Salado Bap-

tist Church of Christ in
The Chapel of Salado Col-
lege. Charter members of
this group, later renamed
First Baptist Church of
Salado, were James L.
Smith, David Hair, Harvey
Chamberlain, Nannie Reed,
Nellis Wemott, Sarah Han-
ford, Rachel Austin, Eva
Cockrill. Mary L. Cear-
nals, Nannie Wilkinson and
Sallie Wilkinson.”

A training union for
young people soon fol-
lowed. There were 19 addi-
tional members by June
1864 and 111 members
by 1877. A two story
church and Masonic Hall
on the North Bank of
Salado Creek near Main
Street was erected in 1878
on land donated by Bell
County Pioneer and church
member O.T. Tyler. Two

years later, an ecumenical
tabermacle

was erected
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continued in the 20th Cen-
tury, marked by the begin-
ning of the ministry to
Mary Hardin-Baylor Col-
lege in nearby Belton in
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1958. Notable members of
the First Baptist Church of
Salado include George W.
Baines (the great grandfa-
ther of President Lyndon
B. Johnson) who served
as Pastor and was later
President of Mary Hardin-
Baylor. Others were educa-
tors at Salado College and
beloved community mem-
bers.”

Athletic All
Sports Banquet
held May 14

The Salado All Sports
Banquet is slated for
14 in the erm
school cafeteria

Guest speaker for the
evening w1ll be Pat Zachry
former pitcher for the World
Champion Cincinnati Reds
and 1976 Rookie of the
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"(Streetrm{ Productions

(ines at our showroom.

manufacturers of the classic
1934 Ford & Model A golf
cart. See these and other

Fairway goff Carts

1220 N. Robertson Rd. * Salado, TX 76571

(254) 947-4065

Dealer Sales & Service

“'Salty Water
Flower and Her
Announces the 2001 flower season

Is now open for purchasing

4

fresh cut flower bouquets. -
" Mother's Day bouquets available!

We are taking reservations.

Arranged bouquets 28 + tax
bundles $12* + tax.
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" Thepublic s invited to come out
e ayof

~ theseason!

2002 Sulphur Wells Rd.
254-947-1138

- Amity exit, east for approximately
2 miles, cross Salado Creek, take first
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PROJECT
GRADUATION

Your donation will help give them a
night to remember and a future

to embrace.

Raising our children is a
privilege, protecting them

is the least we can do.

Thank you for supporting
their success and their safety.

Please send your donations to:

Project Graduation
P.O. Box 98
Salado, TX 76571
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