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Pace family would be
proud of new playground

By Jackie Mius

W. A. and Mary Jane
Pace would be so proud
of the new playground in
Pace Park!

The W. A. Pace family
arrived in Salado in 1854.
They had journeyed from
Indiana to Central Texas
with a wagon train, trav-
eling 1,200 miles in three
months. They first built
a home on what 1s today
called College Hill. =~ W,
A. and Mary Jane parented
17 children. Twelve of the
17 lived to adulthood.

“One of their daugh-
ters, Phebe Ann, mar-
ried a man who was not
good to her,” said Eliza-
beth Mosley. “Phebe, was
only 16 years old when she
carried her feverish infant
from a house loca

the sole off her shoes but
continued walking in the
winter storm to reach
home. They are buried
somewhere on College
Hill, but we never could
find the location of the
graves,” said Mosley who
is W.A. and Mary Jane’s
great-granddaughter.

The Paces owned hun-
dreds of acres, and later
they built a new and bigger
home in Prairie Dell. W,
A. was the first farmer

Dedication of Pace Kids
Playground
9 a.m. Nov. 15in Pace Park.

to raise cotton in the area
during 1873, He owned
the first horse-powered
thresher in the commu-
nity and bought the Salado
Grist Mill from W. A.
Davis. The mill was
washed away by the 1900
flood and was ‘never
rebuilt. The Paces were
charter members of the
Salado Methodist Church

On Aug. 16, 1946, heirs
of W. A. and Mary Jane
Pace gave seven-plus acres
of their land to be used as
apublic park in Salado. It
is recorded in Volume 569,
Page 625 in Bell County
records ’ r- "
15 an
account from Paul and
Patsy Sanford, Ehzabet

of what happened w0 the
park from late in the S0's
until 1992.  “In about
'57, seeing that the park
had grown up with weeds,
bushes, etc., the Pace
family told some people
in Salado that if the park
was not cleaned up, they
would reclaim their gift to
Salado. All of the creek
area had grown up so that
the stream could not be
seen from any distance,”
related Paul Sanford.

Patsy Sanford rcmem-

bers, “At about the age 10,
several of my friends and
! made tunnels through
the blood weeds near the
spring, since the weeds
grew higher than our
heads.”

Mosley remembers,
“The girls swam by the
spring ‘cause the weeds
were so high no one could
sce them. The boys always
went swimming at the blue
hole farther on down the
creek.”

Paul said, “The Paces
also wanted a sign to read
*Pace Park’ by the entrance
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So in the tate S0s a meeting
was held to decide what
action 1o take. Among

Earl Guest. Charlion John-

son and John Allen
Barton.
Paul remembered,

“After that first meeting a
Park Board was formed.
Some members included
Chester Critchfield, Dr,
Ashe, Wilbur Foster, and
Col. Larson. The County
Agent and an A&M spe-
cialist gave the group a
program on parks. Efforts
were begun to clear the
area. B.E. Wilson brought

Hill to lead parade

By Curis McGRreGor
Srars WRITER

At 92, Mary Hill has
lived a full life. She’s
travelled the world, dined
with royalty and witnessed
a mind-boggling amount of
technological pl:ogress in
her time. IHer late husband
even served as a fighter
pilot in Europe during the
first World War.

A resident of Salado
since 1981, the spry Hill
will add another notch to
her list of life experiences
when she heads, as Grand
Marshal, the Dec. 5 Christ-
mas Parade down Main St.,
the traditional beginning of
Salado’s annual Christmas
Stroll.

*1 was taken by sumprise
when they asked me, but

I didn’t think about it all,”
says Hill. *I just said yes,
because | had no reason at
all to say no.”

Parade chaiman Joe
Czaus explained the selec-
tion process: “The only cri-
teria is to be a prominent,
well-established person in
the community, and the
committee thought Mary fit
that perfectly.”

ATexansince 1948, Hill
has been active in commu-
nity activities since she and
her husband retired here,
when she was 70. **l should
be a native by now,” she
figures.

Her list of activities is
lengthy. She has been
involved with the Salado
Historical Society, the Insti-
tute for the Humanities,
the Ladies Auxiliary, the

Living Room Theatre. the
Salado Cemetery Associ-
ation, the Salado Chorale
and 15 an active member of
the Salado Lions Club.

That's a tall-order for
anyone, but keeping busy
is the only lifestyle Hill
accepts. “It’s the way |
figure you have to live,”
she says sagely. *Other-
wise, | wouldn’t know what
to do with myself.”

This year's parade, said
Czaus, will begin S p.m.
Dec. 5 in Center Circle,
where it will then wind its
way west down Royal, then
head north on Main St. The
parade will again conclude
at the Civic Center with the
lighting of the Christmas
tree.

“The parade will fcature
the Bell County Sheritl's

('Pgovm o T- Fimscr€n)

The Village of Salado wii! dedicate the Pace Kids Playground in Pace Park 9 a.m.
Nov. 15. The public s Invited to come and bring their kuds!

a dozer to clear away
stumps and limbs accu-
mulated through years of

flooding.
R. Bishop took up
money dragline
r a work. A
coupke of community
workdavs were destgnated

and while the men wmlded
their tool : -

Paul added. “Wilbur
Foster and Charlton John-
son found someone to
make a wooden sign that
rainbowed above the north
entrance to the park. The
old well in the park was
reactivated with Earl Guest
furnishing the pump, and
Wilbyr turning his garage
into a workshop where he
built the well canopy.”

“Jo¢ Bentley and |
mixed concrete to build

polesuhrbmdomlcd

the first tables and benches
in Pace Park,” Wilbur
remembered. “The Salado
ISD ag boys built forms for
the steps leading up to the
picnic tables. Too often
dnvers would become
stuck in the gravel along
the creek and would have
to be pulled loose. To

from TP&L by then man-
ager, Fred Norwood.™ said
Foster.

“In about '6S, when
Darrell Street was the
Salado Chamber of Com-
merce President, | was in
charge of a barbecue to
raise money to build a
pavilion in Pace Park™ Paul
said. “Clem’s furnished
the barbeque for the fund-
raiser. The event included
an auction to sell rocks
to build the structure,

(Photo by Chris McGregor)
Parade Chairman Joe Czaus (left) is shown with
Parade Grand Marshal Mary Hill.

Posse, the Salado Volun-
teer Fire Department. with
Santa Claus, and a contin-
gent of local businesses.™
said Czaus. “We're happy
that Mary accepted our
ofter to be Grand Marshal,
and we bclieve this year's

parade will be fun for
everybody.”

“I'm not exactly sure
what to do. but I'm excited

to be a part of it.” con-
cluded Hill. ~Of all the
places 1've been, | can't

imagine wanting to live
anywhere else.”

SaBdo children such as
Joey Drake will enjoy the
new playground 0aily.
Enough money was raised
for the building materials,
and Mr. Peck, a then
Salado contractor, paid for
the labor to construct the
pavilion. Lous Griffith
and | wired the building.”
said Paul.

“A plaque was placed
among the rock dedicat-

See PARK, Pace 58

Performing arts
center topic of
Nov. 13 meeting

At 6 p.m. Nov. 13 In
the Civic Center Audito-
rium. a public meeting will
be held to discuss the
possibility of building a
Performing & Visual Arts
Center (PVAC) for Salado
with participation of per-
sonnel trom the Salado
ISD and municipal gov-
ernment as well as other
interested citizens.

The meeting will be
conducted by a committee
tormed early this year with
the mission of investigat-
ing the needs and feasibil-
ity of a PVAC for Salado.
meeting several times for

See Center, Pace 13A
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the pavilion to Mrs. Lottie
Barton. Salado citizens
remembered Mrs. Barton,
a Temple Veterinarian's
wife, for her tireless work
in keeping the park area
clean during the ‘40’s. The
Bartons owned the Levi
Tenney house and ondown
to the creek.” Paul remi-
nisced.

“For a number of years
thereafter, Byron Bunker
drove his tractor six miles
from his home to Pace
Park to mow the creek
area. Although vandals
broke the table tops and
well pump repeatedly, cit-
izens always felt it neces-
sary to repair, mow and
keep the park open to the
public,” said Paul.

“The first Art Fairs
were held on the Village
Green below Stagecoach
Inn.  The Art Fair grew
in size and spread to the
spring area and then grew
big enough to be con-
ducted across the creek.
Fort Hood soldiers built
bridges to span the creek.
As the Art Fair grew, it
found a permanent home
in Pace Park,” said Paul.

Denver Mills was Pres-
ident of the Chamber of
Commerce in 1992 when
questions of park bound-
ary lines came to light and
spurred recognition that
management of the park
was once again adrift. As
part of the effort to find
=2 solution to the problem,

the Pucg Purk Bourd al
bcred

Trustees was established
The members of the Pace
Park Board of Trustees
were processed through
legal channels which
included approval by the
Office of the Secretary of
State and the 146th Judi-
cial District Court.
Denver Mills said,
*Once the Board was offi-
cially established, a mech-
anism had to be put into
effect to perform the nec-
essary management tasks.
Recognizing that the
Chamber of Commerce
used the park for the Art
Fair each year and made
money doing so, the Board

of Trustees entered into a
contract with the Chamber
of Commerce to manage
the park. The contract
stated, basically, that the
Chamber of Commerce
would pay the Board of
Trustees $! per year and
would have the right and
responsibility to maintain
and manage use of the
park to the benefit of
the citizens of the Village
of Salado and visitors.
An opt-out clause was
included for either party.
Horace Kelley was hired
by the Chamber of Com-
merce to care for the park,
and he did so very dili-
gently for many years.”

In 1996, the SOth
Anniversary of Pace Park,
Roy Hector, Chamber
President, had anew *‘Pace
Park™ sign erected to
honor the Pace family.

In 1998 Tim Fleischer
spent a week obtaining
funding for twelve new
picnic tables and benches
that today grace the park.
Tim said, *| called bust-
ness owners to obtain
one-half of the funding.
Wayne Phillips, stonema-
son, donated the other half
in the form of stone and
labor. The Chamber
of Commerce’s cost was
$150 for purchasing the
plaques to be attached to
the stone tables. The
plaques exhibited . the
names of the donors.”
added Tim.

CAdenver, Mgls remen-
“In 2001 another
change occurred in the

way the park is managed.
The Chamber of Commerce
approached the Village of
Salado Board of Aldermen
and requested finanicial
assistance in carrying | out
their mission. An agree-
ment was reached wheieby
the Village of Salado would
provide funding to the
Chamber for the care offthe
park.

In 2002 Alderman Rick
Ashe spearheaded the
efforts forachildren’s play-
ground in Pace Park. The
Salado Moms Club mem-
bers and helpers, inclutling
Linda Privitt, Amanda
Gerhart, Christi Arner,
Marie Sunshine and Giivin
Radenbaugh sold tilesi to
decorate the playground
and contributed $7,000.

The Village of Salado
budgeted $25,000 over a
period of two years for the
playground. PALS ¢itme
to the aid of the childlren
of Salado with gifts for the
playground. Mike Cornett
and Alex Jaimes built the
rock wall surrounding the
playground, Jeremy Bipat-
wright delivered the wipod
fiber used as cushioning
matenial into the pllay-
ground and Jef¥ Kelley dug
a ditch for the wall foun-

dation. Troy Kelley will
donate a sculpture of
Humpty = Dumpty to

enhance the wall, and the

list goes on and on.
Denver Mills sumnhed

up by adding, “The vision

had in endy

over these S7 years to [the
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Restaurant “LeBeffroy”

Fine Belgian Cuisine
For small wedding, meeting, shower. any event!
Wed. - Sat. * 5 p.m. -9 p.m.
Call now: 1-866-462-3851
Email: lebeffroy@aol.com

“ Reservation is requested - BY.O.B.
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Texas

BOARDWALK CAFE

254/947-8162
Charbroiled ..
’}-[amEurgers

Homemade Soups
Homestyle

‘Entrees
Salad Bar

3395

Oyenﬁ)r Lrmch

11-3 Mon-Fri
11-4 Sat

Lzmzted Edthon Prmts

- Bronze Sculptures - Paintings
Next door to Stagecoach Inn dining room

254/947-0311

"Rocky
Mountain
Refuge"”
Bronze

FROM Pace 1A

degree that the precious
little park is now an idyl-
lic spot in a remarkable
community. The efforts
of the many, many Salado
citizens who have kept the
park in repair have resulted
in many thousands of visi-
tors who visit Salado and
enjoy one of the greatest
amenities that the Village
has to offer.”

At 9 a.m. Nov. 15, the
Village of Salado will
dedicate the Pace Kids
Playground at Pace Park.
Everyone is invited. -

The following will be
recognized: Pace Park
Trustees, Salado
Aldermen Rick Ashe and
the Pace Kids Playground
Committee, The Salado
Mom’s Club, Committee
Chairman Debbie Harri-
son and her committee
of Joan Schrock and Patsy
Sanford, who chose the
name for the children’s
park, the Mayor of Salado
and several Aldermen,
members of PALS who
donated time and money
to the playground, and
the committee who chose
the site of the playground:
Denver Mills, Hulda
Horton and Dawn Orange
and others.

W. A. and Mary Jane
Pace would have been very
proud indeed.

e viliage Voice

Y

Lglfts * Untiques ® €te |
Specializing in Heritage Lace Desugns

Fenton Art Glass, Arthur Court Designs
and Quilts by Donna

102 North Main Street, Salado

254-947-1868, www.saladohaus.com .

No. 5 Salado Square

On the Courtyard
LW?}‘/ Main Street « Salado
‘(‘% (254) 947-0300

email: cardens@aol.com
Featunng A Wonderful Selection For You...
+ Midwest of Cannon Falls « Collectible Porceiain Boxes
« Caspari Notes * Napkins and Plates
» Home Decor * Cards for ALL Occasions
+ Giftwrap. Books, Religious Gifts
+ Candles and more!
Mon - Sat 10-5 + Sun 12-5

A

‘ Janelle’s

Enjoy new shop of antiques and unique
gift ideas for that special occasion or just
because...
Specializing in English China, Furniture,
. Custom Bedding & Floral Arrangements

Hours: Wed. - Sat.+ 10-6, Sun ¢ 1-5
Closed Mon - Tues. I
Exit 286 from I-35 onio FM 2484 for 3.5 miles
L“ um"{ right ondo Unton Grove Lane.

254-947-3584 )

022 Robm Jordan Gotcha ‘Covered

Classic to Contemporary and
Everything in Between

A friendly courteous staff will
welcome you with
personalized service and
shopping. Alice’s of Salado
will inspire you to make it a
regular stop on your list
of places to go.

50-75% off

selected spring
& summer items

We als 83 y
: Lauren; Vidal . Cabq Tops* «

Nicole Miller  F.L. Malik
Margaret M

600 North Main Street = Salado,
Texas 76571

(254) 947-9000
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